
‘INK  CHESS  FOR  KINGS’  PILOT  PROJECT

On e  of  the  ma i n  ob j e c t i v e s  of  the  Du r b a n  Me t r o  Ch e s s  Ac a d e m y  (‘DMC A ’)  is  to  pro m o t e  an d  

po p u l a r i z e  ch e s s  ma i n l y  am o n g s t  the  pr e v i o u s l y  di s a d v a n t a g e d  com m u n i t i e s ,  in  pa r t i c u l a r ,  

pr i m a r y  sch o o l  lea r n e r s  fro m  the  tow n s h i p s .  Th e  ul t i m a t e  go a l  is  to  ha v e  ch e s s  rec o g n i z e d  as  a  

sch o o l  sub j e c t  in  So u t h  Af r i c a .  Th e  ab o v e  ob j e c t i v e  is  sp u r r e d  on  by  the  we l l  do c u m e n t e d  

ad v a n t a g e s  en j o y e d  by  lea r n e r s  wh o  pla y  che s s .   

Of  pa r t i c u l a r  co n c e r n  to  DM C A  is  the  de a r t h  of  ch e s s-  pla y i n g  lea r n e r s  fro m  the  tow n s h i p s  lik e  

Kw a M a s h u ,  Nt u z u m a ,  Um l a z i  et c.  Th i s  ‘so r r y  st a t e  of  af f a i r s ’  is  ev i d e n c e d  by  the  rec e n t l y  he l d  

Kw a Z u l u- Na t a l  Ju n i o r  Tr i a l s ,  wh e r e i n  ou t  of  m o r e  tha n  100  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  lea r n e r s ,  no t  mo r e  tha n  

5  we r e  fro m  the  tow n s h i p  sc h o o l s .  A  nu m b e r  of  re a s o n s ,  som e  hi s t o r i c a l ,  co n t r i b u t e  tow a r d s  thi s  

un a c c e p t a b l e  si t u a t i o n ,  the  ma i n  on e  be i n g  tha t  m o s t  (if no t  al l) pr i m a r y  sch o o l s  in  the s e  

tow n s h i p s  ha v e  no t  be e n  int r o d u c e d  to  the  wo n d e r s  of  che s s .  Th e  se n i o r  ch e s s  pl a y e r s  wh o  ha i l  

fro m  the s e  tow n s h i p s  are  lar g e l y  to  bl a m e  for  thi s  om i s s i o n .  Ag a i n s t  al l  od d s ,  DM C A  is  

at t e m p t i n g  to  tur n  thi s  ar o u n d  by  tak i n g  che s s  to  the s e  tow n s h i p  sch o o l s .

W e  ha v e  ide n t i f i e d  an d  ob t a i n e d  com m i t m e n t  fro m  10  sch o o l s  in  Ina n d a ,  Nt u z u m a  an d  

Kw a M a s h u  (‘INK’) ar e a  to  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  the  ‘INK  CH E S S  FO R  KI N G S ’  pi l o t  pr o j e c t .  Th e  pro j e c t  

m a i n l y  en t a i l s  DM C A  me m b e r s  vi s i t i n g  the s e  sch o o l s  to  pr e s e n t  a  Ba s i c  Ch e s s  Co u r s e  to  the  

ed u c a t o r s  an d  lea r n e r s  an d  pr o v i d e  ea c h  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  sch o o l  wi t h ,  at  lea s t ,  20  ch e s s  se t s  to  be  

ut i l i z e d  du r i n g  tra i n i n g/p r a c t i c e  se s s i o n s .  Fr o m  tim e  to  tim e  DM C A  me m b e r s  wi l l  vi s i t  the s e  

sch o o l s  to  mo n i t o r  the  pr o g r e s s  an d  pr o v i d e  fur t h e r  tra i n i n g  to  tho s e  lea r n e r s  wi t h  po t e n t i a l .  

De p e n d i n g  o  the  su c c e s s  of  the  pi l o t  pr o j e c t ,  we  int e n d  to  ex p a n d  thi s  co n c e p t  to  ot h e r  

tow n s h i p s  in  Du r b a n  an d  su r r o u n d i n g  ar e a s .  Ev e n t u a l l y  the  res t  of  KZ N  tow n s h i p s  mu s t  ca t c h  

the  che s s  fev e r!   



As  on e  of  the  me t h o d s  of  sow i n g  the  ch e s s  se e d s  an d  ob t a i n i n g  a  da t a b a s e  of  tow n s h i p  pr i m a r y  

sch o o l s ,  DM C A  pr o u d l y  pa r t i c i p a t e d  in  the  Ru r a l  M a t h s ,  Sc i e n c e  an d  Te c h n o l o g y  Sy m p o s i u m  

hel d  at  Ink o s i  Ms i n g a  M l a b a  Sp o r t s  Co m p l e x  on  29 th Jul y  2008,  co u r t e s y  of  inv i t a t i o n  by  

Et h e k w i n i  Mu n i c i p a l i t y .  Th e  at t a c h e d  ph o t o g r a p h s  sp e a k  vo l u m e s  ab o u t  the  ex c i t e m e n t  

ge n e r a t e d  by  ch e s s  in  lea r n e r s  an d  ed u c a t o r s!  W e  hav e  no  do u b t  tha t  che s s  wi l l  be  we l c o m e d  

wi t h  op e n  arm s  in  the s e  sch o o l s .

Th e  ma i n  ch a l l e n g e  fac i n g  DM C A  in  rea l i z i n g  the  af o r e s a i d  no b l e  ob j e c t i v e  is  lac k  of  fun d s  to  

su s t a i n  a  pr o j e c t  of  thi s  ma g n i t u d e .  DM C A  is  a  re g i s t e r e d  no n- pr o f i t  or g a n i z a t i o n  wi t h  ve r y  

lim i t e d  cap a c i t y  to  rai s e  fun d s .  It  is  for  tha t  rea s o n  tha t  we  hum b l y  ap p e a l  to  the  go v e r n m e n t  an d  

co r p o r a t e  wo r l d  for  sp o n s o r s h i p  of  an y  ki n d .   Am o n g  ot h e r  thi n g s ,  we  req u i r e  che s s  se t s ,  che s s  

cl o c k s ,  dem o n s t r a t i o n  bo a r d s ,  ch e s s  bo o k s ,  com p u t e r s  an d  tra i n i n g  so f t w a r e .  An o t h e r  ob s t a c l e  

fac i n g  us  is  tha t  we  hav e  rec e n t l y  los t  the  ve n u e  we  we r e  us i n g  as  ou r  he a d  qu a r t e r s .  On e  of  

DM C A ’ s  fou n d e r  me m b e r s  ha d  ge n e r o u s l y  do n a t e d  the  us e  of  a  po r t i o n  of  hi s  bu i l d i n g  to  

DM C A .  Un f o r t u n a t e l y ,  du e  to  pe r s o n a l  rea s o n s ,  he  ha d  to  se l l  the  bu i l d i n g .  So,  cu r r e n t l y ,  DM C A  

is  hom e l e s s!  

Th o s e  ki n d  en o u g h  to  do n a t e  or  pro v i d e  spo n s o r s h i p  to  DM C A  ma y  co n t a c t  the  wr i t e r  at  

du r b a n m e t r o . c h e s s a c a d e m y @ g m a i l . c o m   or  076 1 9 8 0 2 1 3 .
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